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Prize-winning images showcase the beauty of medical research

The Centenary Institute has announced the winners of its ‘When Art Meets Science’
scientific image prize. The annual prize celebrates the artistic masterpieces captured by
Centenary Institute researchers in the course of their ground-breaking medical research.

Timed to coincide with National Science Week (10-18 Aug), the prize offers up a unique
glimpse into the complex and fascinating world of medical research.

Dr Ka Ka Ting won first place in the prize with her striking image of the brain and amyloid
plaques. These plaques are known to damage blood vessels, a major hallmark of
Alzheimer's disease.

Her winning entry, titled ‘Cloudy Brain with a Chance of Forgetfulness’, depicts amyloid
plagues in the hippocampus of a mouse brain. The hippocampus is crucial for storing
memories, and its function can be impaired when these plaques damage brain cells and
blood vessels. Dr Ting's research, within the Centenary Institute’s Centre for Healthy
Ageing, is focused on blood vessel health as a way to develop new treatments for
Alzheimer’s disease.

Second place was awarded to Dr Bobby Boumelhem from the Centenary Institute’s
Centre for Cancer Innovations for his image ‘Close to my Heart’. It features cells taken
from a breast cancer tumour grown in a dish, providing valuable insights into how these
cells behave under various conditions. This research helps advance potential treatments
for breast cancer.

The third place prize went to Research Assistant, Heidi Strauss in the Centenary
Institute’s Centre for Rare Diseases and Gene Therapy, for her image ‘Roses are Red'’.
Her image displays 3D cells grown from a patient's pancreatic tumour, used to create
models that retain many of the characteristics of the real tumour, which can be used for
testing new therapies.

Professor Marc Pellegrini, Executive Director of the Centenary Institute said, “Our
scientific image prize is a window into the innovative medical research taking place at our
Institute. These stunning images, created by our talented researchers, blend the beauty of
art with the rigour of science, demonstrating our commitment to new discoveries that can
save lives. | applaud all entrants for their inspiring contributions.”

The Centenary Institute’s scientific image prize has been awarded annually since 2009,
with winners determined by a panel of external judges.

The public is invited to vote online for their favourite image for the ‘People’s Choice
Award’ component of the prize which is open now.


https://www.centenary.org.au/peoples-choice-award-2024/

[ENDS]

Dr Ka Ka Ting and winning image:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1slusYUt7yHzMapr ekJgNDm8XPxfN p2/view?usp=shari
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Winning images:
Cloudy Brain with a Chance of Forgetfulness - Ka Ka Ting:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14bQBLYNKGKvS7VFWh1MV2JXIQekfPACD/view?usp=s
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Close to my Heart - Bobby Boumelhem:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kfknwAKIlc8Wta3cJUHNzBD9Dt57tlAZj/view?usp=sharin
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Roses are Red - Heidi Strauss: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gAnC4EGyLw33MO0-
g8eblavo 83LVGooN/view?usp=sharing

All entrant images
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aP1PFzZWoOYB3NwK|T0i34JmdYh8wFOUU?usp

=sharing

All image descriptions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cEfZ61j0g0RK7wcLbPJOvyuV8NTyulAg/view?usp=sharin
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For all media and interview enquiries, please contact
Tony Crawshaw, Media and Communications Manager, Centenary Institute on 0402 770
403 or email: t.crawshaw@centenary.org.au

About the Centenary Institute

The Centenary Institute is a world-leading independent medical research institute, closely
affiliated to the University of Sydney and the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. Our research
spans the critical areas of cancer, cardiovascular disease, rare diseases, inflammation,
infectious diseases, healthy ageing and biomedical Al. Our strength lies in uncovering
disease mechanisms and applying this knowledge to improve diagnostics and treatments
for patients.

For more information about the Centenary Institute, visit centenary.org.au
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